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roofing is crude and consists of a series of bamboo poles
lying horizontally on the walls and supporting anything
from a layer of brushwood to sheets of corrugated iron.
Sometimes the poles are inserted in holes near the top of the
walls, but nearly always protrude and thus give a slovenly
and unfinished appearance to the huts. A North Indian
village, indeed, is always slovenly in appearance. It has fewer
trees and less disposition to snuggle than the Bengali one.
The Bengali village cowers; the North Indian village glares;
the one hides from its enemies, the other defies them. And
this comes very near to describing the character of the two
peoples. Bengal was never a military province; the Punjab
and its neighbours always were. The Punjab loves to fight
better than to work; the Bengali adores intellect and ignores
physical fitness.
We do not look for much industry in the north. The
Punjab produces rock salt, slate, plumbago and sulphur,
while iron, antimony and lead are found near Simla and in
Kashmir. The Punjab's rainfall is only thirty inches, less
than half that of Bengal. It grows wheat, barley, grain, maize,
sugar cane, etc. Great tracts are barren, and there is a con/
tinud struggle against the desert.
In the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh we have much
the same physical conditions prevailing. At Cawnpore
there is considerable industrial enterprise comprising cotton
and wool mills, tanneries, etc.; but the meagre rainfall is a sore
veto on cultivation. Sand and the cactus shrub are enemies
who never sleep. Against them North India wars valorously,
but the human will is short'kved and variable. Nature's
tactics are to wait, and she does so with implacable cruelty
in North India.
In Kashmir we have an Indian paradise. Climate, scenery
and sporting facilities come near to the European ideal, and
the number who visit it increases every year. Its hills are
glorious, bold, dramatic and arresting. Not far off is Nanga
Parbat rising to 26,182 feet above sea leveL It has a glacier